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and I will elsewhere speak of Madame de Maintenon, who owed
her everything, who fed her on serpents, and who at last ousted
her from the Court. What no one dared to say, what the King
himself dared not, M. du Maine, her son, dared. M. de Meaux
(Bossuet) did the rest. She went in tears and fury, and never
forgave M. du Maine, who by his strange service gained over
for ever to his interests the heart and the mighty influence of
Madame de Maintenon.

The mistress, retired amongst the Community of St. Joseph,
which she had built, was long in accustoming herself to it.
She carried about her idleness and unhappiness to Bourbon, to
Fontevrault, to D' An tin; she was many years without succeed-
ing in obtaining mastery over herself. At last God touched
her. Her sin had never been accompanied by forgetfulness ;
she used often to leave the King to go and pray in her cabinet;
nothing could ever make her evade any fast-day or meagre day;
her austerity in fasting continued amidst all her dissipation.
She gave alms, was esteemed by good people, never gave way
to doubt or impiety; but she was imperious, haughty and over-
bearing, full of mockery, and of all the qualities by which
beauty with the power it bestows is naturally accompanied.
Being resolved at last to take advantage of an opportunity
which had been given her against her will, she put herself in the
hands of P&re de la Tour, that famous General of the Oratory.
From that moment to the time of her death her conversion
continued steadily, and her penitence augmented. She had first
to get rid of the secret fondness she still entertained for the
Court, even of the hopes which, however chimerical, had always
flattered her. She was persuaded that nothing but the fear of
the devil had forced the King to separate himself from her, that
it was nothing but this fear that had raised Madame de Main-
tenon to the height she had attained; that age and ill-health,
which she was pleased to imagine, would soon clear the way;
that when the King was a widower, she being a widow, no-
thing would oppose their reunion, which might easily be brought
about by their affection for their children. These children en-
tertained similar hopes, and were therefore assiduous in their
attention to her for some time.